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History of 

THE ARGONAUT ROWING CLUB
APPROACHING 150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN SPORT
Early years Founded on June 21, 1872, the Argonaut Rowing Club is one of the oldest  
rowing clubs in Canada. Under the double blue colours of Oxford and Cambridge Universities,  
the club quickly rose to prominence in Canadian 
rowing. Many top rowers were drawn to the 
club. By 1893, the club had 230 members and 
was recognized as “one of the strongest of the 
Canadian Boat Clubs.”

The Boatmen In 1873, the Toronto Argonaut 
Football Club was formed as a way for members 
to keep fit in the off season. The football team 
was sold in 1957 but still uses the venerable 
Argonaut name.

Olympians Throughout its long history, the 
club has been one of the premier rowing clubs 
in Canada, winning countless Royal Canadian 
Henley Regatta rowing championships. From 
1904 to 1952, 13 Argonaut crews represented 
Canada at the Olympic Games—more than any 
other club in Canada and equaled only in the 
U.S. by Vesper Boat Club of Philadelphia.

Since the introduction of the national team 
system in 1976, there have been 16 Argo 
Olympians, including five gold medalists. Among 
them, Victoria Nolan was a medalist at the 
2016 Rio Paralympics. Victoria is also the author 
of: Beyond Vision: The Story of a Blind Rower.

THE BOATHOUSE
The original club was located in a boathouse 
at the foot of York Street in Toronto. In the 
1930’s, a fire ravaged the building and the 
club relocated to its current location. A new 
two-storey boathouse was built. Rumour has 
it that a dispute and subsequent dismissal of the club’s caretaker resulted in a catastrophic fire 
that gutted the building in 1947. The heroic actions of a few members saved the football Grey 
Cup trophy from being destroyed and ending up in the rubble. After the fire, rowers had to make 
do without a boathouse for the next ten years. There was no running water and 45 gallon steel 
drums were fashioned as latrines. 

Sale of the football team Lacking adequate funding to finance the reconstruction on its own, 
the club arranged for the sale of the Argonaut football team, which was a valuable asset. The sale 
fetched $400,000, which was more than enough to rebuild the boathouse. 

Current Boathouse The new structure consisted initially of the ground-level boathouse. It was built 
with heavy steel beams on the ceiling to accommodate the subsequent construction of the upper floor, 
which included a lounge, bar, the Henley Room banquet facility and a balcony overlooking the lake.

Later, in the 1960’s, the east-most structure was built. It included two squash courts, a locker 
room and spectator gallery on the second floor and a large lounge with a panoramic lake view 
on the third floor. Since then, the squash courts have been converted to house many of the club’s 
single sculls and the lounge has been converted into an indoor training gym.

Today Whilst improvements to our banquet facilities have transformed our venue into one of Toronto’s 
premier waterfront wedding and event locations, much of the boathouse area used by the rowers is in 
dire need of renovation. The Pull Together Capital Campaign has been launched to rectify this situation.



OVERVIEW 
The Pull Together Capital Campaign is a multi-year 
fundraising initiative that will provide capital for the 
Argonaut Rowing Club to upgrade the infrastructure 
of our boathouse and provide our members with 
first class facilities for many years to come. Funds 
will be raised from club members, alumni, friends, 
corporations and government entities. Ultimately, 
our objective is to raise $4 million by the time of the 
club’s 150th anniversary in 2022.

ACCESSIBILITY
Phase One of the campaign will target an amount 
of $250,000 in 2017, for the purpose of replacing 
the existing, aging docks with a new deck, ramp and 
expanded dock. 

With barrier-free access, from boat bay to the 
water, the club will be able to build on its position as 
a Para-Rowing Centre of Excellence (as designated by 
RowOntario), by offering expanded learn-to-row and 
competitive programs for persons with disabilities.

The new facility will make all outdoor areas fully  
accessible to rowers with disabilities and will 
accommodate increased boat traffic during peak 
periods, particularly during the high school rowing 
season.

COMMUNITY IMPACT—YOUTH ROWING
The Argonaut Rowing Club is a non-profit, inclusive 
organization that serves the community by offering a 
range of rowing programs for individuals of varying 
age groups and physical ability.

Under our Pull Together motto, we are making 
rowing accessible regardless of individual ability, 
background, experience or financial situation. 

Whilst the Club draws members from across the city 
of Toronto and beyond, it is located in the Parkdale-
High Park district. According to Statistics Canada 
(2013), 37% of children aged 0-17 years in Parkdale 
live in families with incomes below ‘Low Income 
Measure After Tax.’

With increased capacity, the club will be able 
to continue to expand its successful junior 
rowing program and attract youth from nearby 
neighbourhoods, further benefitting the community.

Specifically, in 2018, the club will initiate a 
financial aid program for youth from the 
Parkdale district. With over 95% of high school 
rowers attending university after graduation, rowing 
can be a life-changing and transformative experience 
for underprivileged youth in our community. 
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Use of Proceeds
• New docks   
•  Boat bay renovation  

and expansion       
•  Second floor 

reconstruction                  
• Elevator for accessibility                       
•  Erg and weight room 

renovation           
•  Banquet facility 

renovation                   
•  North exterior façade 

renovation

Naming Opportunities
• Boat bays
• Training rooms
• Elevator
•  Boathouse  

(sustaining donor)  



Make your Tax Deductible Contribution Today

Please visit www.argonautrowingclub.com/fundraising/ 

for an online payment link. All donations will be made 

to the National Sport Trust Fund – Ontario (NSTF) via 

its provincial partner, Sport4Ontario, and then directed 

to the Argonaut Rowing Club. As NSTF is recognized 

by the Canada Revenue Agency under the qualified 

donees category, a charitable tax receipt will be provided 

automatically for all donations.
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1225 Lakeshore Blvd. West, Toronto ON M6K3C1
www.argonautrowingclub.com

fundraising@argonautrowingclub.com

“There is something so liberating about being on the water, it almost 

makes me forget that I have a disability. Once I am in the boat there is 

no stopping me! I wish this opportunity for others because it gave me 

the confidence and independence that turned my life around.”

—  Victoria Nolan  Argonaut member 

Rio Bronze Medalist 2016  

Canadian Paralympic Committee


