Recent History 1980 Onward

The low point in the club's rowing history came at the 1979 Canadian Henley, when just four Argonauts competed. For those former Argonauts then rowing with other clubs, it was a miserable spectacle. By this point, the trust fund, that had been intended to support the rowing program, was used to retire a large portion of the club's mortgage. The Argonaut rowing program had all but disappeared. 

Some of the club's former members took this as a sign to rally and reorganize. In 1980, long time member Jim Ingram forced his way into the club captainship and took charge of the rowing program, recruiting an eager group of coaches. With this, the club's fortunes began to change. 

That summer, the lightweight men won the Junior 155lb four at the Canadian Henley, with Ingram at the bow. More significantly (and in defiance of the Board of Directors), Ingram pushed for and started the Argonaut Rowing Club's first women's rowing program. 




Women's Crews


Larry Marshall (Past President of the club) was the women's program's first coach. At the 1980 Central Ontario Rowing Association (CORA) regatta in London, the Argonaut women's crew won its first gold in the lightweight coxed four. Women's rowing had long been overdue at the club. The Argonaut Rowing Club was the last to open its doors to women. However, now initiated, the women's program grew and was quickly on equal footing with the men's crews, in terms of membership and performance. 
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Larry Marshall
 

In 1981, the lightweight women won the pair and coxed four events at the Canadian National Championships in Montreal. The first Argonaut women's victory at Canadian Henley came shortly after, in 1982, when Tori Young and Kathryn Barr won the Junior (Intermediate) pair. Young and Barr went on to win the senior pair in 1983 and 1984. For five successive years, the Argonaut women finished in second place in the Junior (Intermediate) Lightweight eight at Henley, losing to a different crew each year. This jinx plagued the lightweight program until 1989, when they captured the gold, with the help of coaches Phil Monckton and Scott Fraser. 

Over the following years the lightweight women won the Senior and Junior (Intermediate) eights at Henley. A highlight of the heavyweight program was the 1989 Henley win by the Junior (Intermediate) eight crew, which also finished a strong second in the senior eight category as well. Argonaut lightweight women literally dominated the sweep events at the 1997 Henley, with the coaching of Carolyn Klepac. 




Masters and Recreational Rowing 

Two other important programs developed during the 1980s. The Masters rowing program facilitated the return of a number of former members, some whose membership dated back to the 1950s. The enthusiasm and training regimens these oarsmen and women brought to the club bolstered the competitive spirit among all the rowers. 

The other significant program to arise in this time was the Recreational (or Rec) rowing program. This was a natural outgrowth of the learn-to-row program. Recreational oarsmen and women compete at a number of recreational regattas held throughout Southern Ontario and New York, but prefer a more "civilized" training schedule than those adhered to by the Competitive crews. 




The Argonaut Rowing Club's recovery during the 1980s was dramatic. The successes of the women's program throughout the 1980s was matched by the men's. Rowing membership grew and diversified, and the club had occasion to celebrate many Canadian Henley wins. Twice in this decade, Argonaut men's eights travelled overseas to Henley Royal, and competed for the Thames Cup. 

In 1986, the same men's crew won both the junior and senior Heavy Eights at Canadian Henley. For most of the 80s and into the 1990s, Argonaut members competed in ice canoe races along the St. Lawrence River at the Quebec Winter Carnival. In 1986, the first all-female crew to compete in (and complete) this dangerous and gruelling event was comprised of Argonaut lightweight women. 

Since the 1980s, the Argonaut Rowing Club has rebuilt its reputation as a presence in North American rowing. Medals and excellent showings at Canadian Henley, the Head of the Charles, the World Masters' Championships and numerous other regattas are a testament to the dedication and cohesion of our club and its athletes.   Check out our profiles of the Argonauts who have gone on to compete at a national or Olympic level (including Marnie McBean, Kay Worthington, Shannon Crawford, Phil Monckton, and our own Steve Sandor).

As the club moves into the 21st century, it is again in an unending search for a golden fleece, providing every individual member the opportunity to learn from the personal discipline and social cohesion embodied in the sport of rowing. 
 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.argonautrowingclub.com/marnie" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.argonautrowingclub.com/shannoncrawford" 
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