1952 Olympic Crew

In 1952, the Argonaut Rowing Club was honoured to send our heavy men’s eight to represent Canada at the Olympic Games. The outstanding spirit of the ’52 crew is one that our club strives to maintain to this day. 


Olympic Athletes Village – Helsinki, Finland. 
69 countries participated with the Soviet Union coming to the Olympics for the first time. Athletes from the Soviet Union and other Eastern block nations were housed in a different village to prevent clashes between cold war rivals. The fears proved unfounded and there were visits back and forth. 
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The Argonaut crew and coach Harry Kaysmith loading the plane in Montreal on Saturday July 5, 1952. 
Other Canadian Olympians were also on Board from Track and Field, Sailing and Shooting. The plane landed in Shannon, Ireland, then onto London for a brief stop. They arrived in Helsinki, Finland on July 6. 
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CANADA’s 1952 Olympic Rowing Team 
From Top Left: Lloyd Montour (4-) Jack Zwirewich (4-) Ron Cameron (4-) Harry Kaysmith (Coach) Mervyn Kaye (8) Fred Carter (Team Manager) Frank Young (8) Paddy Cline (Coach) Jack Russell (8) George McCauley (8) Derek Riley (2x) 
Bottom left: Ted Chilcott (8) John Sharpe (8) Art Griffiths (4-) Norm Rowe (coxswain 8) Bo Westlake (8) Jack Taylor (8) Bob Williams (2x) 
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The splinters of the Canadian boats and oars in the Port in Stockholm. The boats were damaged in transit during a storm in the North Atlantic sea when cars that were also on board broke loose in the hold of the ship. The boats were made in Kelowna, B.C. by Gordon Jennens. 
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The inside of the borrowed Swedish shell used by the eight. Holes had to be patched, riggers were welded and new shoulders had to be put in to be able to rig the boat to be port-stroked. The clogged shoes took the Argos back to the days of rowing in the Simms workboats. 
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Coxswain, Norm Rowe pointing to welding job on the riggers. 
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Pre-heat training facility at the University of Helsinki.
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Coaches watching proudly. Harry Kaysmith, Fred Carter (CARA) and Paddy Cline (Leander Coach)
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The Canadians playing a little basketball with the gold medal winning U.S. Navy crew as Denmark and other Olympians watched. Notice the shoes worn by the Canadians – leather slippers purchased in Helsinki for running while the boat was undergoing repairs. 
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July 21, 1952 – Canada in the foreground of repechage. Sweden in other lane. Oars were borrowed from Germany, Sweden, and Finland while 5 Canadian oars salvaged from the ship. Note the camera equipment in the finish tower used for the first time in an international regatta. 
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July 14, 1952 – Argonaut crew in St. Catharine’s Royal Henley Course at the Olympic Trials. Crew members: Coxswain: Norm Rowe, Stroke – George McCauley, Jack Russell, Mervyn Kaye, John Sharpe, Frank Young, Henry “Bo” Westlake, Jack Taylor and Ted Chilcott. Argonauts won in a time of 5:56 minutes with one and one-half boat lengths over U.B.C. St. Catharine’s came 3rd. 
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